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How Does Asthma 
Measure Up? 

� Speaker Bureau for AAE:  Wendy Brown 
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� This session will explain how quality is determined for asthma 
management within the U.S. health care system and how 
the asthma educator can impact quality measures.  

Objective 

� Section 1311(c)(3) of the Affordable Care Act directed the 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) to 
develop a system that rates Quality Health Plans (QHPs) 
based on relative quality and price. It also requires 
Marketplaces to display QHP quality ratings on 
Marketplace websites to assist in consumer selection of 
QHPs. 

Why? 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/
QualityInitiativesGenInfo/Health-Insurance-Marketplace-Quality-Initiatives.html 
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� Yes 
� No 
�  I don’t know…how do I find out 

Is your place of work accredited? 
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� NCQA 
� The Joint Commission 
� Other 

 
Who are you accredited by? 
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� National Committee for Quality Assurance 

NCQA 

http://www.ncqa.org/ 

� Healthcare Effectiveness Data and Information Sets (HEDIS) 
�  Use of Appropriate Medications for People with Asthma 
�  Medication Management for People with Asthma 
�  Asthma Medication Ratio 

NCQA 

http://www.ncqa.org/ 
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� Use of Appropriate Medications for People with Asthma 
�  The percentage of adults and children 5–64 years of age during the 

measurement year who were identified as having persistent asthma and 
were appropriately prescribed medication during the measurement year.  

NCQA 

http://www.ncqa.org/ReportCards/HealthPlans/
StateofHealthCareQuality/2014TableofContents/Asthma.aspx 

Will be retired in 2016 

�  Asthma Medication Management for People with Asthma 
�  The percentage of adults and children 5–64 years of age during the 

measurement year who were identified as having persistent asthma and 
were dispensed appropriate asthma controller medications that they 
remained on for at least 50 and 75 percent of their treatment period.  

NCQA 

http://www.ncqa.org/ReportCards/HealthPlans/
StateofHealthCareQuality/2014TableofContents/Asthma.aspx 

Expansion age range 5-85 year in 2016 
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� Asthma Medication Ratio 
�  Over 1 year period 

Units (number) of controller medication dispensed 
Units (number) of ALL Medication dispensed  

NCQA 

2012 -2014 

Measure Commercial Medicaid 

50% 67.3% 52.5% 

75% 43.9% 30.1% 

Med. Ratio 77.8% 61.4% 

NCQA 

www.ncqu.org/HEDISQqualityMeasurment.aspx 
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� Accreditation 
�  Accountable Care Organization 

� Recognition Program 
�  Patient Centered Medical Home 

NCQA 

The Joint Commission 

http://www.jointcommission.org/ 
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�  Inpatient Hospital Quality Measure: 

�  Measure Set: Children’s Asthma Care (CAC-3) 

�  Performance Measure Name: Home Management Plan of Care 
(HMPC) Document Given to Patient/Caregiver 

�  Description: An assessment that there is documentation in the 
medical record that a Home Management Plan of Care (HMPC) 
document was given to the pediatric asthma patient/caregiver. 

The Joint Commission 

https://manual.jointcommission.org/releases/archive/TJC2010B/MIF0073.html 

�  Inpatient Hospital Quality Measure: 

�  Improvement Noted As: Increase in the rate 

�  Numerator Statement: Pediatric asthma inpatients with documentation 
that they or their caregivers were given a written Home Management 
Plan of Care (HMPC) document that addresses all of the following: 
�  Arrangements for follow-up care 
�  Environmental control and control of other triggers 
�  Method and timing of rescue actions 
�  Use of controllers 
�  Use of relievers 

The Joint Commission 

https://manual.jointcommission.org/releases/archive/TJC2010B/MIF0073.html 
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� Disease-Specific Care Certification: Asthma 
 
� Primary Care Medical Home 

The Joint Commission 



8/2/15 

11 

� Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
 
� Private Insurance 

Reimbursement and Incentive Payments 
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Questions 


